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UNUSUAL V’LOCITY TRAIN ACTIVITIES 


Above: V’Locity set No.1213-1113 pass over the Wests Road level crossing near Manor Loop in an up direction at 160 km/h 
during run time performance test trips between Werribee and Geelong on Sun.21.8. In order to operate at 160 km/h the 
tests were conducted under total track occupation conditions between Werribee to Corio complete with all level crossings 
being attended by flagmen to operate the crossings manually for the passage of the test trains at high speed in both 
directions. Similar tests were conducted on Sun.14.8 Steve Malpass 


Below: V’Locity set 1202-1102 makes an unusual sight inside the carriage sheds at Bendigo on Wed.18.5. The V’Locity train 
was being used to check train stabling and infrastructure facilities at Bendigo for future operations in the area. With the 
main line via Kyneton being closed at the time due to Regional Fast Rail works, it was necessary for an N class loco to haul 
the V’Locity set to Bendigo via Bacchus Marsh, Dunolly and Inglewood in each direction Steve Molloy 
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FRONT COVER 


K153 and D°639 make a fine show of smoke as they climb Ingliston Bank with the Steamrail special 
to Maryborough. Sat.10.9 Start Turnbull 


BACK COVER 


‘The ghost inside the deserted Kyneton signal box lives on?? One month before the signal box 

was de-commissioned for the Regional Fast Rail works, Signaller Adrian Hickey is pictured winding 

the gate wheel for the Mollison Street crossing. Sharp eyed readers will spot the illuminated 
Christmas tree outside the signal box on an adjoining property. December 2004 Peter Smith 
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GENERAL NEWS 


A monthly round-up of Victorian railway news and events 


CALENDAR 


OCTOBER 
{| 


ANNIVERSARIES 


4th, 1915: First Victorian automatic 
signalling — Richmond to Hawksburn and 
Prahran — with electromagnetic locking at 
South Yarra. (90) 


5th, 2000: Results being studied of 
feasibility study of extension of commuter 
rail service beyond South Geelong to 
Grovedale. (5) 

6th, 1985: Final pair of P class locos (22 and 
23) delivered to South Dynon. (20) 

8th, 2000: Fatal accident at site of new 
Corio overpass when large girder fell 
across broad and standard gauge lines. (5) 

10th, 1890: Opening of Scarsdale - Linton 
line. (115) 

12th, 1925: Electrification of Ringwood to 
Upper Ferntree Gully line. (80) 

13th, 1985: Loco N451 underwent trials at 
South Dynon. (20) 

15th, 1965: Last steam loco withdrawn from 
north-eastern district. (40) 

15th, 1970: First Walker type rail cars 
scrapped (24RM and 35RM). (35) 

15th, 1985: Virtually all V/Line passenger 
carriages had been airconditioned. (20) 

17th, 1890: Opening of Myrtleford - Bright 
line. (115) 

18th, 1975: Re-opening of narrow gauge 
line between Emerald and Lakeside. (30) 

26th, 1965: Last steam loco withdrawn from 
Gippsland district. (40) 

27th, 2000: V/Line Passenger carriage 
maintenance depot at Dudley Street 
passed to EDI Rail who operate Newport 
Workshops and Geelong loco depot. (5) 

30th, 1925: Opening of Werrimul - 
Meringur line. (80) 


1865: First mail-sorting van in service. (140) 


NOVEMBER 
[cr) 


ANNIVERSARIES 
Ist, 1860: Opening of Melbourne and 


Essendon Company line between these 
two points. (145) 

Ist, 1915: Opening of Cavendish - Hamilton 
line. (90) 

2nd, 1970: Commissioning of the club car 
on the Overland. (35) 

3rd, 1990: Train service between Gowrie and 
Upfield ceased for seven months to enable 
construction of Western Ring Road. (15) 

3rd,‘2000: Start of St Albans - Sydenham 
rail electrification. (5) 


eee ere eee reer errors eee eseeeereesesreseeeere eee eee eee eer eree reer eee eeeee 
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COUNTRYLINK UPDATE 


Since Mon.30.5, CountryLink cus- 
tomers have been able to book their 
seat and purchase their ticket over the 
internet through an_ extensively 
revamped CountryLink website (that 
was launched on the same date). 
Passengers using the internet to pur- 
chase their ticket are issued with a 
confirmation via email in PDF format. 
The ticket can also be issued in the 
same manner. 

Initially, only adult, child and 
selected concession fares could be 
purchased through the internet and 
discount fares were not available. 
Bookings were also restricted to First 
and Economy class seats, i.e. sleeping 
berths could not be booked on-line. 
Passengers using a free travel voucher 
cannot make their bookings via the 
internet. 

As from Tues.28.6, adult fare paying 
passengers could access discounted 
CountryLink fares over the internet for 
the first time. The discounted fares are 
called ‘best available’ fares and are only 
available to those passengers who book 
more than 7 days in advance. A refund 
can not be obtained once these tickets 
have been issued. 

Sometime around the middle of 
2005, CountryLink issued a series of 
A4 size brochures that highlight the 
tourist attractions of NSW. There are 
five different brochures in the Out and 
about with CountryLink series that each 
cover a different region of NSW, 
namely (1) Canberra and South Coast, 
(2) North Coast, (3) North West, (4) 
Sydney and (5) Western NSW and the 
Outback. Each brochure consists of 
four pages and includes a map, an 
extensive range of photos, as well as the 
text. 

On Sun.4.9, CountryLink issued a 
new set of public timetable books for all 
four regions (Southern, Western, North 
West and North Coast) that replaced 
the timetable books with the following 
cover dates — Southern (September 
2004), Western (17 October 2004), 
North West (December 2004) and 
North Coast (6 February 2005). Only 
minor changes have been made to a 
select number of services. For example, 
the following changes were made to 
Southern region trains: 


m (7 43 Sydney - Melbourne daylight 
XPT now departs at 07 45. The tim- 


ings as far as Gunning have been 
adjusted to compensate. All other 
times are the same. 


™ 08 30 Melbourne - Sydney daylight 
XPT arrives in Sydney at 19 55 
rather than 19 53. The timings from 
Campbelltown onwards have been 
adjusted to compensate. 


m 20 43 Sydney - Melbourne overnight 
XPT now departs at 20 40. The tim- 
ings as far as Campbelltown have 
been adjusted to compensate. All 
other times are the same. 


# 1955 Melbourne - Sydney overnight 
XPT arrives in Sydney at 06 56 
rather than 06 53. No other timings 
have been adjusted. 


m 07 05 Sydney - Griffith X’p/orer (that 
runs on Saturday) now departs at 
06 58. Intermediate times have been 
adjusted as far as Yass Junction to 
compensate. 


™ The only times that have been 
altered for the Griffith to Sydney 
Xplorer (that run on Sundays) are 
those at Goulburn, Bundanoon, 
Bowral and Mittagong. 


GREEN STAR PARCELS 


As from Fri.1.7, the rates charged for 
Green Star parcels were simplified and 
are now as follows: 


Weight of Cost per parcel 
each parcel (kg) (including GST) 
1 to 5 $11.00 
6 to 10 $12.00 
ll to 15 $13.00 


As from Mon.15.8, the Green Star 
parcel service no longer accepted cash 
consignments for safety and security 
reasons. Clients wishing to continue to 
use the Green Star service who paid 
cash were advised to open an account. 


METCARD 


In mid-August, a new design of 
Metcard was issued that advertised the 
‘kids under cover’ charity. This card is 
primarily yellow in colour. 


TOLL BIDS FOR PATRICK 


On Mon.22.8, Toll Holdings publicly 
announced that it was making a 
$4.6 billion takeover bid for Patrick 
Corporation. 

The bid, if successful, would create 
a $9 billion business, with Toll tak- 
ing over port operations spanning 
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XPT IN THE COUNTRY AND CITY 


Passengers mingle around 
the XPT at the new Spencer 
Street platform No.1. 


The original platform No.1 
and inner roadway used to 
exist at the right side of 
the train prior to recent 
demolition for the new 
station works 

John Scott 


The 08 30 Melbourne - 
Sydney XPT service runs 
between Kilmore East 
and Broadford on Wed.8.6 
Ben Dallenger 


XPT power unit XP 2001 in 
new CountryLink livery at 
the rear of the 08 30 
Melbourne - Sydney service 
rolls downgrade from the 
North Melbourne flyover 
on Mon.23.5 

Chris Nuthall 
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PASSENGER TRAINS OPERATING ON GOODS LINES 


Running via the up 
Independent Goods line due 
to a works occupation on 
the suburban passenger lines 
between Footscray and 
Sunshine, a quad Sprinter 
set operating No.8122 up 
Ballarat service passes NRs 
121, 92 and 23 stabled in the 
standard gauge loop at 
Tottenham to cross several 
trains. Sun.31.7 Stwart Turnbull 


R707 approaches the 
Somerville Road level 
crossing at Brooklyn on the 
Sunshine to Newport Loop 
line with the return working 
of a ‘707 Operations’ 
charter from Bacchus Marsh 
to Newport Workshops. 
Sun.31.7 Steve Malpass 


Nearing the end of the 
Independent Goods lines at 
South Kensington, a 3 car 
Sprinter set led by 7013 
running No.8128 up Ararat 
service run past QR National 
G534 and GM36 on a BM 
freight service from Brisbane 
stabled in the agents area at 
North Dynon on Sun.31.7 
Steve Malpass 


Australia’s major container ports, 
assuming 100% of the Pacific National 
(PN) rail freight joint venture it co- 
owns with Patrick and expanding its 
market share of the fragmented road 
transport industry. 

Toll owning 100% of PN may not 
spark any competition concerns given 
that it already owns half of the busi- 
ness. But the combination of Toll’s 
ownership of a dominant part of the 
rail and road freight business, as well as 
the ports will be of concern to indepen- 
dent freight forwarders and is expected 
to come under the close scrutiny of the 
Australian Competition and Consumer 
Commission (ACCC). 

On Mon.5.9, Patrick Corporation 
issued a dispute notice, as under the 
deadlock procedures of PN’s share- 
holders agreement, on account of the 
PN board not having settled a dis- 
agreement relating to the services it 
provides Toll North in Queensland. 

Patrick claimed that a contract 
signed in 2003 between PN and Toll to 
carry freight into North Queensland 
short-changed PN by up to $510 
million in revenue over the life of the 
20 year-deal. Toll, however, dismissed 
the matter as immaterial and refused to 
agree at the PN board level to an inde- 
pendent investigation into the matter. 
Toll argues the disputed sum is less 
than $20 million in net present value 
terms and said it was not important 
enough to trigger the ‘deadlock’ 
procedures in the PN shareholders 
agreement. 

Under the shareholders agreement, 
the dispute has to be settled in 14 days. 
If this is unsuccessful, then the two 
managing directors must meet to solve 
the dispute in the following month. If 
the dispute cannot be resolved, then 
PN’s assets could be divided and sold 
to the shareholders by a sale facilitator. 


ACCC OPPOSES PATRICK 
ACQUISITION 


On Wed.7.9, the Australian Com- 
petition and Consumer Commission 
(ACCC) announced that it had decided 
to oppose the proposed acquisition of 
FCL Interstate Transport Services Pty 
Ltd by Patrick Corporation Ltd. 

FCL is a large freight forwarding 
company that focuses on interstate 
freight with a strong emphasis on the 
east-west corridor. The vast majority of 
FCL freight travels by rail, with the 
remainder going by road or sea. The 
main goods handled by the company 
are whitegoods, building materials, 


ee 
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fertiliser, general manufacturing out- 
put, food and beverages. FCL currently 
has 20% of the Australian freight for- 
warding market (in contrast, Toll, a 
major competitor of FCL, has 30%). 

Patrick is a publicly listed transport 
logistics company with a range of inter- 
ests, including a 50% shareholding in 
Pacific National, Australia’s largest rail 
freight operator. 

As part of its investigation, the 
ACCC completed market inquiries 
with a large number of competitors, 
customers, suppliers, industry associ- 
ations and government agencies. 
Market enquiries revealed significant 
competition issues in relation to the 
proposed acquisition. 

In coming to its decision, the ACCC 
formed a view on the following specific 
issues: 


m That there will be a substantial 
reduction in competition in the 
freight-forwarding sector if the 
acquisition proceeded. The ACCC 
considered it likely that the proposed 
acquisition will increase Pacific 
National’s ability and incentive to 
raise prices or otherwise discriminate 
against independent freight for- 
warders through exercising dis- 
cretion in relation to train slot 
allocation and/or the price charged 
for these slots. 


@ That there will be a substantial less- 
ening of competition through the 
raising of entry barriers in the 
market for east-west line-haul of 


non-bulk freight by rail. The 
proposed acquisition will make it 


significantly more difficult for rival 
rail line-haul operators to enter this 
market in direct competition with 
Pacific National. 


m That there will be a substantial less- 
ening of competition through a 
reduction of competition between 
Patrick and Toll Holdings Ltd. The 
ACCC considers it likely that the 
proposed acquisition will signifi- 
cantly diminish the incentives for 
Patrick and Toll to aggressively 
compete post-acquisition. 


Taking all of the above factors into 
account, the ACCC decided that the 
proposed acquisition of FCL by Patrick 
would result in a substantial lessening 
of competition, in contravention of 
section 50 of the Trade Practices Act 
1974. Section 50 prohibits mergers and 
acquisitions that will have the effect, 
or are likely to have the effect, of sub- 
stantially lessening competition in a 
market. 


A BRIEF HISTORY OF FCL 


The Company was established in 
March 1974 by Mr Bill Gibbins and 
today has 13 branches across the coun- 
try; Adelaide (SA), Alice Springs (NT), 
Bell Bay (Tas), Blayney (NSW), Bris- 
bane (Qld), Darwin (NT), Katherine 
(NT), Melbourne (Vic), Parkes (NSW), 
Perth (WA), Sydney (NSW), Tennant 
Creek (NT) and Townsville (Qld). The 
branch at Parkes was opened in May 
1997 and is able to reach 80% of the 
Australian population by a network of 
overnight services. FCL carry around 
one million tonnes of freight annually. 


G534-X53-GM36 power through the curves near Broadford with BM7 


up QR National freight on Wed.6.7 James Brook 
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Son of a 


RAILWAY MAN 


Friday 31 January 1941: 

Went to Newport and North Melbourne to 
prepare H class tests. 

Friday 7 February 1941: 

H class left shops for first time. Official 
launch at Newport. 


Geoff's father, Harold, was a 
rollingstock engineer on the 
Victorian Railways. 


If brevity is the soul of wit it 1s 
also a very casual method of 
recording a great event in 


VR history. 


Apparently the presence of a man 
sitting on the running plate was a 
source of great fascination amongst 
passengers and spectators before the 
6.30 pm departure from Spencer 
Street. Questions would reveal that 
this man intended to sit out there, 
exposed to the elements for nearly four 


Saturday 8 February 1941; 


Worked at North Melbourne all day on 
H class. 


Wednesday 12 February 1941: 

Up at 4.40 am. At North Melbourne at 
6.45 am on H class test. Went as far as 
Benalla taking indicator cards. Home 
10.45 pm. 


Friday 14 February 1941: 
At North Melbourne all day on mod- 
ifications to H class. 


Saturday 15 February 1941: 
Worked at exhibition of H class from 11.00 am to 6.00 pm. 


The H was, of course, H220. This was a 260-ton steam 
locomotive fondly referred to by the press, but never by rail- 
waymen, as ‘Heavy Harry’ and those few terse diary entries 
tell a story. 

Harold was one of three engineers, the other two being Alf 
Hughes and Arthur Richards, who went on that first test run 
to Benalla. The dynamometer car was attached behind the 
loco to record engine performance whilst a couple of the 
engineers also took indicator cards. 

This was a job that would never get past Occupational 
Health and Safety scrutiny these days because of the fact that 
one man had to sit outside on the running plate above the 
steam chest and cylinder in order to do the job. Furthermore, 
the loco had to be on the move and working as there was no 
point in doing the tests otherwise. The original indicator cards 
and the accompanying notebook are still in my possession. 

The indicator was piped into the steam chest and at a pre- 
viously selected location a card was fed onto a rotating drum 
and a graph was drawn indicating the behaviour of the steam 
in that cylinder at that moment. Communication between the 
engineer in the cab and the one out the front was by whistle 
signals — no hand-held radios in those days. 

Indicator card tests were also often done on the S class locos 
of the Spirit of Progress and this had its own unique problem 
if the legendary George Padgett happened to be driving. 
George knew many of the farmhouses along the main north- 
east and greeted them with a few happy tunes on the whistle. 
These extra whistles completely fouled up the bloke on the 
front of the engine and George would be given a quick ‘Hey! 
Turn it up George!’ from the engineer in the cab. George 
would make suitable abashed noises, promptly forget the 
admonition and whistle away again. 


A selection of Mr Schmidt Sr’s 

diary entries during the 1940s 

and 1950s ave set out with the 

accompanying explanatory text 
by the author 


Geoff Schmidt 


hours while the Spirit ran non-stop, 
mostly at 115 km/h, to Albury. 


As I became older I would listen 
fascinated by the tales of theses test 
runs and hear names like Heathcote 
Junction, Wandong, Baddaginnie 
and Barnawartha. I heard about 
the time the Spzrit went through 
a flock of sheep and threw them every- 
where. Until I was a lot older I 
was not told about the very near 
thing near Glenrowan when a semi- 
trailer load of steel missed him on the front of the loco by 
about one and a half metres as the truck drew away. 


Through the early 1940s there are other laconic entries 
such as: 


Went to Seymour to check lubrication on S302. 
To Seymour for S303 A, BC exam. 


Got to bed in Wodonga 2.00 am up at 4.00 am picked up S302 for 
MELB. EXPRESS. Ran 1 hour late due to connection. 


In 1946 the diary entry for 23 January reads Papers announced 
the approval of gauge standardisation. As everyone knows it took 
a lot more years to actually begin happening. 


The busiest year seems to have been 1947. There are 
numerous entries through July in particular, with test runs 
on H220 predominating. One such test on the up Wodonga 
fast goods was aborted on 8 July. A/c seized bearing and faulty 
Speed recorder. 

Speed recorders seem to have had their moments; there is 
an entry about the speed recorder chart running out on the 
S on an up Spirit of Progress. George Padgett was driving and 
knowing that there might well be great suspicion but that 
nothing could be proved. He swore that the loco touched 
90 mph (about 145 km/h) a couple of times between Benalla 
and Longwood. This was followed by a very slow run from 
Seymour to Spencer Street because of the fact that a very early 
arrival would cause too many questions to be asked. 


Going back for a moment, there is an entry of Fri.7.3.1947 

. went to North Melbourne to check H class. Took Geoff with me. 
These few words cannot possibly describe my excitement as a 
six-year old going to the vast North Melbourne Loco Depot, 
always referred to by railwaymen as ‘North Loco’. 


Everywhere you looked there were engines in steam. There 
are still vivid memories such as climbing on to $301 which 
was about to take the Spirit of Progress to Albury and shaking 
hands with George Padgett himself (Mister Padgett to me of 


course). After that I was confronted by the massive H and 
after being hoisted aboard meeting Mr Fouracre who was 
going to drive this fabulous engine. If there is such a thing as 
having all your Christmases at once, this was it. 

The 1950s are probably best remembered, by steam lovers 
anyway, for the arrival of the N class followed by the Rs and 
Js. These were carried as deck cargo on ships, often from the 
Blue Star or Blue Funnel lines. A typical load was one engine 
and one tender on each side of the ship. They arrived at 
Nelson Pier, Williamstown and were unloaded by a purpose- 
built gantry crane under the supervision of a Victorian 
Railways engineer. 

One guess at the engineer’s identity should be enough. 
Diary entries show that he was first called to Nelson Pier in 
September 1950 and that the 50th N came off on 4.4.1951 
which indicates that the North British Locomotive Works 
were turning out engines pretty rapidly. Naturally the 
engineer's small son was there every time the work was being 
done on weekends. 

Unloading was a slow process. The gantry was moved into 
position by a C class engine, which was stationed at the pier 
for the duration of the unloading of every ship. Two arms 
would very slowly swing out, one at a time, over the ship and 
then the trolley carrying pulleys and wire ropes would be 
equally slowly moved out until it was directly over the engine 
or tender on the port side. A 70-ton steel counterweight was 
moved outwards to the rear of the gantry before any lifting 
was commenced. 

The lift took place at the same funereal pace, culminating 
in the lowering of the unit onto the Nelson Pier rails. After 
the lift the gantry was folded up and moved along the pier 
to the next location where the time-consuming process 
was repeated. 

When the port side was finished tugs moved the ship into 
Hobsons Bay, turned it and berthed it again for unloading the 


starboard side cargo. Three lifts a day were good going and 
four were sensational. 

The engine and tender were united and placed out of the 
way by the C. The C crews were happy to let me ride on 
the engine which was great because there were envious local 
kids watching. As an aside, it was discovered many years later 
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Harold Schmidt poses in front of locomotive H220, Heavy Harry, at Seymour during a test run to Benalla 
on 12.2.1941 Harold Schmidt 


that these engines were often crewed by Driver George Cox 
and Fireman Norman De Pomeroy. 

The R class started arriving on Wed.30.5.1951 and unload- 
ing went ahead exactly the same way as with the Ns. 


Monday 2 July 1951: 


Went on R702 maiden run to Seymour — second R in service. 
Returned on X32, pulverised coal engine. 


There are numerous drawings of R class components in 
existence and in the bottom right-hand corner of many there 
is the legend Drawn HGS. His favourite ‘claim to fame’ was 
the valve gear, on which he had done all the detail design. 

However, on Fri.13.7.1951 came the terse diary entry, 
Finished at Railways. Will start at PMG on Tuesday. So ‘Son of 
a Railwayman’ was no longer applicable and my free and easy 
entry to so many Victorian Railways sites had stopped. 

As a youngster, I was always fascinated by my father’s 
ability to identify an engine from a great distance, or even 
when only the funnel, dome and cab roof were visible, 
especially when looking over the fence on Footscray Road’s 
original alignment. He would pick Ks, A’s, Ds, Cs, Xs and 
so on without pausing. 

On holidays in the car there was always a sharp lookout 
kept for smoke which just might be a train. On Fri.15.1.1954 
we were armed with the schedule of the up Spirit of Progress 
and stopped between Mangalore and Avenal to watch it pass. 
S300 was in charge and as Dad’s camera recorded the scene 
there was a sudden yell of ‘It’s George!’ and indeed it was 
his old mate George Padgett. It was the final time that we 
deliberately set out to do something associated with steam so 
it seemed a curiously appropriate combination. It was also the 
last time we saw the mighty S as on our way home at the same 
location a B class diesel-electric had the Spirit and an era 
had ended. 

Even after his move away from the railways there was still 
steam in his blood. I have an enduring memory of the family 
driving down Geelong Road on the day the Olympic Games 
opened in Melbourne in November 1956. Running alongside 
was an R at 115 km/h and I can still hear the exultant 
cry, ‘Look at my valve gear!’. At least, in spirit, he was still 
a railwayman. 


BIRREGURRA: 


Change for Forrest 


: — Located off the beaten track 

> some distance south of the main 
highway to Colac, Camperdown, 
Terang and Warrnambool, 


Th surrounding farming country is 
green and lush, producing dairy cattle 
and fat lambs in good seasons, as well 
as some crops such as potatoes. As is 
the case in many areas closer to 
Geelong and Melbourne, Birregurra is 
beginning to be discovered by ‘hobby 
farmers’, with a resultant increase in 


Birregurra 1s a quaint little 
township scattered over the 
plains south of its railway 


branch peeled away from the main 
line at the eastern end of the station 
beyond the level crossing. 


It always seemed to me to be odd that 
the branch points to the Forrest line 
faced back towards Colac but I guess it 
made sense for loco rostering, with 
Colac being a key depot in steam days. 


trade in local businesses and a decline: Station Likewise at Irrewarra, the Beeac line 
in local rural production. : swung in from the north and faced 
It is sometimes called the town of : Rod Milne back towards Colac, whose depot pro- 


the churches, because of the number of 
these in the town. The main thoroughfare is aptly named 
Main Street and runs NW-SE and continues to Warncoort 
Road. The current population is variously quoted as being 
between 500 and 800 persons, Birregurra once having had its 
own local newspaper, the Birregurra Times. 


Now resting in almost complete obscurity west of the level 
crossing with Roadknight Street, one of the main roads into 
Birregurra, the local railway station has certainly known 
busier and better times. Back in its 
heyday in the 1950s and earlier, 
Birregurra was a junction for the 
branch line to Forrest and there were 
a station master and his off-siders to 
deal with the busy traffic and safe 
working rituals. 


Electric staff was in use over to 
Irrewarra, the junction for the Beeac 
line in the west and Winchelsea in 
the east, there being intermediate 
sidings at Warncoort and Armytage 
respectively on those staff sections. In 
days gone by, I imagine the SM at 
Birregurra would have had more than 
his fair share of crossings to attend to, 
perhaps even involving the weekly 
goods train to and from Forrest. 


wor 
Barongarook 


Gellibrand~f~ 
Banool 
Dinmont 


Out on the branch, ordinary train 
staff was deployed, with the next sid- 
ing at the quaintly named Whoorel, 
half way over to the first important 
station at Dean Marsh. According to 
a reliable source on the matter, Whoorel is supposed to mean 
‘fine weather’, which is not exactly a common situation in this 
part of the world, particularly in late winter and early spring. 
Both Whoorel and Yaugher were closed to traffic on this 
branch line in later years because of paucity of business. 


Birregurra station boasted a four-track yard with the plat- 
form and station building on the southern side. Opposite were 
a lovely corrugated galvanised iron goods shed with a curved 
roof and a four-tonne gantry crane with stockyards located at 
the Colac end. In steam days when the branch was running, 
there was also a turntable at Birregurra. Indeed, its location 
was clearly evident 30 years or so later, where the Forrest 


vided locos for a number of branch 
trains including those to Beeac and Alvie and of course the 
narrow gauge line to Crowes (later cut back to Weeaproinah). 
Beeac and Alvie both ‘enjoyed’ weekly goods trains in later 
years, a service slightly inferior to that running on 
Birregurra’s branch line. 


Up until 1952, there was a passenger motor service on the 
Forrest line, but in the last years prior to the withdrawal of the 
goods train in 1957, Monday and Thursday were the normal 
running days on the branch line 
south of Birregurra. Usually one day 
was a conditional service; so more 
often than not, the goods train ser- 
vice to Forrest was in practice weekly. 
I imagine most Forrest trains would 
have consisted of rakes of open trucks 
suitable for timber loading, with 
maybe a U truck for other freight and 
the van. 


f) 
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The main function of the branch 
was to haul sawn timber in from mills 
at Forrest and Dean Marsh and other 
intermediate points, but as the tim- 
ber reserves of the Otways began to 
become depleted, loads declined too. 
Potatoes, general freight and some 
livestock also went by train on the 
Forrest line, but as lorries began to 
expand their hold on the district after 
the 1940s, rail traffic in general 
declined. 


Penn 
Murro 


The same slow traffic decline 
applied at the junction, Birregurra, which handled a similar 
mix of commodities that were susceptible to road competition 
and declining availability of timber. Presumably after the 
Forrest line closed on Monday 4 March 1957, any timber and 
traffic from the eastern end of the closed branch was trans- 
ferred to Birregurra, but the Forrest end business probably 
went to the more conveniently located Colac. 


Steam began to disappear from the main line through 
Birregurra in the 1960s, with branch line diesel locos of the 
Y and T classes soon being commonplace. However, main line 
diesel’s also began to work this way, with a double-ended B 
class soon a common roster on the Port Fairy passenger trains. 
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With the abolition of turning facilities at Port Fairy, Bs 
were the most apt loco on these trains. By contrast, goods 
trains through Birregurra soon consisted of multis of Ys and 
Ts, it being common practice to combine the diesels working 
branch line trains to Timboon, Mortlake and Hamilton into 
the consists of the main through trains to increase the loading 
hauled. 


In the times J have been to and through Birregurra, at least 
since the early 1970s, I cannot say I have ever seen a wagon 
sitting in the goods yard, even before the freight centre at 
Colac opened. Traffic by the late 1960s probably consisted of 
little more than a few wagons of superphosphate, or maybe 
livestock. Goods trains to and from destinations such as Port 
Fairy, Warrnambool and Terang were spending little time 
shunting there, safeworking being the sole purpose for a stop 
and then only when the station master was off duty. 


In 1968, the local signal box was closed, 11 years after 
Birregurra ceased to be a junction, along with Irrewarra, 
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R761 arrives at Birregurra with an ARHS special returning from Colac. Sat.17.8.1974 


the one time junction for the Beeac line, being switched out 
in 1960. 


Contributions to revenue from tickets booked at Birregurra 
for the local daily passenger trains to and from Port Fairy were 
also no doubt declining. However, the nature of the passenger 
service was such that Birregurra locals could use the trains 
to do their shopping in either Colac or Geelong. 


By the time the freight centre was opened at nearby Colac, 
local freight business at Birregurra was not overly brisk, the 
effect being to transfer what little remained to road haulage 
from the Colac terminal. In 1977, the four-tonne gantry crane 
was taken out of use in the yard, but four years later, both it 
and the goods shed were still standing, despite an almost 
complete absence of any use. The proximity to a freight centre 
also impacted on attendance of the local station and in 1978, 
the station staff was withdrawn. Birregurra became a no one 
in charge (NC) station from that time although today several 
Warrnambool passenger trains still stop there. 


Nearly 28 years later on Sat.8.6.2002, the scene at Birregurra sees R711 and S311 powering through with the 08 48 down 
Warrnambool pass. While the station buildings still stand as a monument to bygone times, 
the yard sidings have long been removed Both photos John Dare 
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VQDW WAGONS 


Curvently, the Pacific National 


D.:.. the early 1970s, the rail- 
ways reached an agreement with 
Thomas Nationwide Transport (TNT) 
to ship automotive components be- 
tween the General Motors Holden 
(GMH) factories located at Elizabeth 
(South Australia), Fisherman’s Bend 
(Victoria), Pagewood (New South 
Wales) and Acacia Ridge (Queens- 
land). These components were to 
be carried in a new ‘jumbo’ sized 
container that was 2 800 mm high, 
2500 mm wide and 12 100 mm long. 

At the time, none of the rail systems 
involved in this traffic had a wagon 
capable of accommodating containers 
of this height and width. Consequently, it was necessary to 
build a new fleet of wagons specially to carry them. 

The wagons were fitted with a new design of low profile 
aligned bogie equipped with 840 mm diameter wheels 
compared with the standard diameter of 921 mm. These 
bogies, combined with a low profile skeletal deck, dropped 
the floor level above rail 


(Freight Australia prior to 
1.9.2004) fleet of VODW 
wagons are only used on the 
Maryvale paper train (train 
Nos. 9461 on the down and 
9462 on the up). 


A brief history of these low 
profile container wagons is set 
out below 


Chris Banger 


shortly after the other FCFs. The 
construction of the remaining 25 
wagons of the original order for 50 
wagons was postponed for unknown 
reasons (presumably they couldn’t be 
fully utilised given the restrictions on 
their operation). 

Whilst Victoria was building the first 
batch of 25 FCFs, New South Wales 
and South Australia were also putting 
similar types of wagons into traffic to 
serve TNT and other customers. 

A total of 32 JCW wagons 
(numbered 22001 to 22032) built by 
Commonwealth Engineering were 
accepted by the Public Transport 
Commission of NSW between 1973 and 1975, whilst the 
South Australian Railways built 16 SFCW wagons (numbered 
1 to 16) in their Islington Workshops in 1973 and 1974. 
Mittagong Engineering completed a further batch of 50 
wagons for NSW in 1975/76 (numbered 22033 to 22082). 

The initial batch of 32 JCWs were funded by TNT and ran 
in the Melbourne - 


level from 1111 mm for 
the FQX/VQCX (the 
standard Victorian con- 
tainer wagon of the time) 
to 1 022 mm — sufficient 
to fit the ‘jumbo’ con- 
tainers within the loading 
gauge. The couplers fitted 
to these wagons incor- 
porate a goose neck in 
their shank to compensate 
for the lower floor level. 

Newport Workshops 
built three prototype 
wagons that were al- 
located the code of FCF. 
They entered service on 
the following dates — FCF 
1 in November 1973, FCF 
2 in December 1973 and FCF 3 in February 1974. At 
the time, it was planned to build a further 47 wagons once the 
three prototypes had been fully tested in traffic. 

During 1974/75, Newport Workshops constructed a 
further 22 FCF wagons. However, they were not issued to 
traffic because of an industrial dispute associated with the use 
of very long wagons in the South Dynon area. 

By early 1976, the dispute had been resolved by restricting 
the use of FCF wagons to direct operations between 
Melbourne and Adelaide and between Melbourne and Sydney 
in rakes of six on any one train. 


Following this resolution, the 22 wagons that had been 
stored after being built were issued to traffic on the following 
dates — FCF 4 to 9 in February 1976, FCF 10 to 14 and 25 in 
May 1976 and FCF 15 to 18 and 23 and 24 in June 1976. 
The exact date FCF 19 to 22 entered traffic is a little unclear 
as they were used for a period to transport steel around 
Newport Workshops, although it appears they entered service 


X39-T409 run via the Main Goods lines at Spencer Street with 
No.9461 down Maryvale paper train. Mon.4.7 John Scott 


Sydney corridor for 
Contrans (a TNT com- 
pany). The Sydney ter- 
minal for Contrans was 
located at Cooks River. 
The broad gauge pool 
of wagons ran between 
Contrans in Melbourne 
and Con-trans at Isling- 
ton in Adelaide. The 
base load for these ser- 
vices being GMH parts. 

The standard gauge 
wagons also ran the 
United/Intermodal 
service from METS 
Melbourne to METS 
Enfield and UTS Cooks 
River (see the map pro- 
of February 1976 Newsralt for the location of 


duced on p.22 
these sidings). 

The services running to and from Sydney connected with 
Brisbane services. 

During 1977/78, the code of the Victorian FCF wagons was 
altered to FCW where the W stood for a low profile aligned 
bogie able to be bogie exchanged with other wagons within 
the ‘W’ group. 

Under the national wagon coding system introduced in 
1979, the code of the FCW wagons was altered to VQDW 
(NSW JCWs became NQJW’s, whilst South Australian/ 
Australian National SFCWs became AQDW). 

Following negotiations between the Australian Railways 
Union and the Victorian Railways Board during 1980/81, the 
number of 80 foot (24.4 metre) VQDW type wagons in use 
between Melbourne and Sydney was increased. By June 1981, 
there were twenty four 80 foot (24.4 metre) wagons running 
in this corridor in both directions on a daily basis. 
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It appears that NSW acquired a further 50 wagons from 
Mittagong Engineering in 1980/81 (21951 to 22000) to 
ensure that there was a sufficient pool of 80 foot (24.4 metre) 
container wagons to meet these new requirements. 

Victoria built a further 25 VQDWs (26 to 50) between 
February 1984 and June 1984. Another batch of 25 wagons 
(51 to 75) was built between September 1984 and June 1986. 
Both batches were constructed at Newport Workshops. 

By the mid-1980s, 80 foot (24.4 metre) wagons were also 
carrying Contrans traffic between Sydney and Adelaide 
(Australian National’s Islington standard gauge terminal) via 
Broken Hill. They also started to appear on the interstate 
Superfreighter (see Note) trains. As a result V/Line started to 
lease a number of VQDWs to Australian National and the 
State Rail Authority of NSW to provide high speed wagons 
on the standard gauge. 

As from 1.6.1986, Victoria leased the following 30 
VQDWs to NSW for five years — 1, 3, 26, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 
35, 36, 38, 40, 41, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50, 51, 57, 59, 
60, 64, 68, 69, 74 and 75. It appears that all of these wagons 
were re-coded NQMW to ensure that they were not 
accidentally returned to Victoria during the lease period. 

The VQDW/AQDW wagons were cleared to run at 
110 km/h on broad gauge, but in NSW they were only 
cleared to run at 80 km/h. 

In 1990, VQDW 66 was fitted with ‘Roadmaster’ bogies 
from test wagon VQPW1 and was reclassed VQEW66. 
It appears that the authorised speed for this wagon was raised 
to 115 km/h (70 mph). 

In 1993, the GMH parts business between Melbourne and 
Adelaide was still running on the Contrans service (trains 
9143/9144) when the interstate business was transferred to 
the newly established National Rail Corporation (NRC). 

By this stage the GMH plant at Pagewood (NSW) had 
been closed (in the early 1980s). Consequently, GMH com- 
ponents were no longer transported between Melbourne and 
Sydney. 

During 1994, the entire VQDW fleet (including the 
NQMWs that were still on lease to NSW) was transferred to 
NRC. As a part of the transfer, the code of these wagons was 
altered from VQDW to RQDW. 

In July 1994, VQEW 66 was also transferred to the NRC 
and became RQDW6G6. 

At the time of the transfer to NRC, the fleet consisted of: 


VQDW 43 wagons 
VQEW 1 wagon 

NQMW 30 wagons 
Total 74 wagons 


One VQDW appears to have been written off in the early 
1990s. (Does any reader know why and when this wagon was 
written off?) 

In late 1994, Contrans acquired B-double road trucks for 
the GMH parts traffic in response to the Melbourne - 
Adelaide line being shutdown for gauge conversion between 
April and June 1995. This traffic does not appear to have 
returned to rail after the line was restored. It is believed that 
9143/9144 still ran up until the Melbourne - Adelaide shut- 
down in April 1995 conveying automotive components (as 
well as other loading). 

It’s worthwhile noting that TNT — the company that 
originally triggered the need for the 80 foot (24.4 metre) 
wagons — was sold shortly after the Melbourne - Adelaide 
standard gauge conversion was completed. 

By the mid-1990s, NRC had returned 43 VQDWs to 
V/Line Freight. As from March 1996, V/Line Freight assigned 
its pool of VQDWs to the movement of paper in containers 
between Maryvale (near Morwell) and Melbourne. 


In May 1999, RailAmerica acquired V/Line Freight and its 


rollingstock from the state government. RailAmerica initially 
adopted the trading name of Freight Victoria, but changed 
this to Freight Australia in March 2000. 


RailAmerica adopted a dark green and yellow livery for 
its locomotives and wagons. Consequently, the VQDWs pro- 
gressively lost their wagon red livery for an overall green 
livery. How long the repainting program took is unclear, 
although it appears to have been completed over a two year 
period. 


As at October 2004, the Pacific National VQDWs 
formerly owned by Freight Australia are still rostered to run 
exclusively between Melbourne and the paper mill at 
Maryvale. The number in service is not exactly clear, although 
observation of the Maryvale paper train as it passes through 
Flinders Street would suggest that there are somewhere 
around 40 wagons still in service. Road numbers that have 
been observed include - 6 to 11, 13 to 25, 27, 28, 37, 39, 42, 
52 to 56, 58, 61 to 63, 65, 67 and 70 to 73 (39 numbers). 

The basic specifications of the VQDW wagons compared 
to the VQCX are set out in the following table. 


VQDW VQCXx 
(FCW prior to (FQX prior to 
1979) 1979) 

Length between 
end sills 24 680 mm 19 203 mm 
Length between 
pulling lines 25 730 mm 20 085 mm 
Bogie centres 17 300 mm 14.935 mm 
Maximum width 
over bogies 2 851 mm 2 769 mm 
Width between 
side sills 2 620 mm 2515 mm 
Floor height above rail 
level (at tare weight) 1 022 mm | tll mm 
Tare 24.0 tonnes 19.4 tonnes 
Capacity 53.0 tonnes 56.0 tonnes 


NOTE 


The first Superfreighter service was introduced between Melbourne 
and Sydney on 8.9.1983. The train is a priority, non-stop con- 
tainerised freight operating at express passenger speeds between 
capital cities that targets the overnight container market. 

Superfreighters were introduced between Melbourne and 
Adelaide on 4.8.1986. 

From 1984, the Melbourne - Sydney Superfreighter connected 
with the Sydney - Brisbane Superfreighter, thereby offering a two- 
day transit between Melbourne and Brisbane. A direct Melbourne 
- Brisbane Superfreighter was introduced in August 1987. 
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OPERATIONS 


An overview of recent sightings and observations 


PETROLEUM TRAFFIC 


Currently, only two locations receive 
petroleum by rail in Victoria, namely 
Mildura and Shepparton. Up until a 
few years ago, petroleum was also 
being railed to Swan Hill and 
Wodonga, but this traffic appears to 
have ceased sometime around 2002 
(does any reader know the exact date 
these locations last received petroleum 
by rail?). 

Petroleum currently originates from 
the Shell refinery at Corio. 


WATTLE FESTIVAL 


On Sun.4.9, Steamrail operated a 
steam hauled special between 
Hurstbridge and Diamond Creek as 
a part of the Hurstbridge Wattle 
Festival. 


The train used to operate the 
service consisted of (from the 
Hurstbridge end) K153, 38BE (Car 
1), 6IBW (Car 2), 63BW (Car 3), 
GOBW (Car 4), 67BW (Car 5) and 
K190. K153 was facing Hurstbridge 
and the train was run in push-pull 
fashion due to a lack of loco run- 
around facilities at Hurstbridge and to 
ensure there were no delays to normal 
Connex services at Diamond Creek 
whilst trying to run a loco around. 


According to the timetable issued in 
circular $.05/6504 (which appears to 
have been closely followed on the day) 
the special departed the Steamrail 
depot at 08 42 and arrived at Flinders 
Street (platform 2) at 09 08. It then 
departed at 09 10 after picking up 
passengers and arrived at Hurstbridge 
at 10 26. 


A number of shuttles were then run 
between Hurstbridge and Diamond 
Creek that are set out in the 
accompanying table. 

The train then departed 
Hurstbridge at 17 30 and arrived at 
19 24 at Flinders Street (platform 2) 
after having stopped at Diamond 
Creek for 46 minutes from 17 40 to 
18 26 (does any reader know why this 
stop was required?). The special then 
departed Flinders Street at 19 27 and 
arrived at the Steamrail depot at 
Newport at 19 52. 


Photos of the previous years Wattle 
Festival special run on Sun.5.9.2004 
appear on p.315 of October 2004 
NEWSRAIL. 
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A71-P20 approach Wallan with No.9351 down Tocumwal goods which included 
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petroleum traffic bound for Shepparton in the leading consist 
of the train. Sat.4.6 James Brook 


ROYAL MELBOURNE SHOW 
TRAINS 


Connex ran special trains between 
Flinders Street and the Showgrounds 
platform during the Royal Melbourne 
Show period between Thurs. 15.9 and 
Sun.25.9. 

The first Show special left Flinders 
Street at 08 30 each day. Between 
10 00 and 12 30 trains left every 
seven minutes, and then ran every 
10 minutes. 

The Show specials departed Flinders 
Street on either platform 8 or 9, 
stopped at Spencer Street (platform 
14) and North Melbourne (platform 
6), then ran express to the 
Showgrounds. 

The last trains from the 
Showgrounds departed at — 
Thurs.15.9 at 19 00, Fri.16.9 and 
Sat.17.9 at 23 00, Sun.18.9 at 22 45, 
Mon.19.9 to Sat.24.9 at 23 00 and 
Sun.25.9 at 21 00. 


NORTH EAST - 
Standard Gauge 


MANGALORE 


As one would expect, Pacific National 
interstate trains are still dominated 

by NRs, with regular assistance 
appearing in the form of BLs, DLs and 
the occasional 81. On at least one 
occasion (Tues.26.7) SM5 was helped 
by one of CFCLA’s GLs when this train 
was led by a NR-NR-GL combination. 


Pacific National’s Bandiana goods, 
9691/9692, is still dominated by 
single Gs with regular balancing for 
locos further north or the transfer of 
the local Y class pilot. XRs have also 
been occasional visitors on this train 
including on Mon.25.7 when X51- 
XR555 operated on 9692. Single Gs 
also dominate the Cootamundra 
goods, which pass through Mangalore 
on the down at around lunch time or 
early afternoon. 


SHUTTLES BETWEEN HURSTBRIDGE AND DIAMOND CREEK 


Shuttle | 
10 56 
11 06 
11 37 
11 46 


Station 

Hurstbridge (dep.) 
Diamond Creek (arr.) 
Diamond Creek (dep.) 


Hurstbridge 


(arr.) 


12.15 
12 25 
12 52 
13 02 


Shuttle 2. Shuttle 3. Shuttle 4 Shuttle 5 


13 30 
13 40 
1411 
14 21 


1450 
15 00 
15 31 
15 41 


16 10 
16 20 
165] 
1701 


For the rail fan QR National’s 
BM7/MB7 still hold the most interest 
with its mix of Gs, Xs, CFCLA locos 
in the form of the EL and GL classes 
and SRHC’s GM36. One highlight 
occurred on Mon.29.8 with G534- 
GM36-L271 (in NRRR colours) and 
an unidentified GL on MB7. Another 
was the regular ARTC test train, 
hauled this time by GM42 on 
Tues.2.8. 


NORTH EAST - Broad Gauge 


MANGALORE 


A noticeable trend on the Shepparton 
goods has been the gradual 
replacement of the As by Xs with 
occasional help by either XRs or Gs. 
Set out hereunder are some examples 
of the motive power now hauling 
these trains. 


Wed.3.8 X37-T402-P21 (9352) 
Tues.9.8 X37-T402-P19 (9352) 
Fri.12.8 G513-P22 (9352) 
G512-P23 (9354) 
Wed.17.8 X39-XR551-P21 (9354) 


Thurs.18.8 X-XR550-H5-P21 
(9354) 

Also of interest was a ballast 
program operating on the Goulburn 
Valley line, ballast being discharged at 
Mangalore on Mon.1.8, the train 
being hauled by X31. 


NORTH EAST - General 


An interesting day was spent in the 
North East area on Sun.18.9 and 
details as submitted are set out as 
follows. 
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OPERATIONS 


Kilmore East 


1022 J103-J102 down s.g. light 
engines to Seymour Loop 
No.0613 


Seymour 


1134 X31-P21-9 loaded oil tanks-3 
loaded container flats-21 
empty flats down Tocumwal 
goods No.9351 

Seymour Loop 

1200 J102-J103-4483-12 empty 
CHQY hoppers up ballast in 
No.2 road (both Js shut 
down, 44 idling but 
apparently became defective 
earlier in the day) 


Tallarook Loop 


1406 arrive on main NR33-NRI111 
9605/7MB2 down Brisbane 
containers — pulled right up 
next to home departure signal 


1407 NR88-NR34 9608/6BM2 up 
Brisbane containers via No.2 
road 


1408 7017 12 53 down Seymour 
pass. 


Seymour Loop 


1435 G534-GM36-X54-19 loaded 
container flats-13 empty flats 
9662/6BM7 up QR National 
containers had just arrived on 
No.1 road. The G and GM 
then detached and backed 
onto up ballast which was still 
in No.2 road, GM left on 
ballast, G returned to 9662 


1453 depart No.1 road G534-X54 
(off line) 9662/6BM7 


GL1I08-GM36 power through Seymour with QR National BM7 up freight service 
on Fri.5.8. GM36 has been hired by QR National for use as a slave loco unit on 
BM/MB7 freight services operating between Melbourne and Sydney Peter Foote 


Seymour 


1519 NR33-NR111 9605/7MB2 — 
had been held at Tallarook 
waiting to cross 6BM7 


15 33 GM36 haul J102-J103-4483 
+ 12 CHQY hoppers up 
empty ballast. (What a sight 
and sound, a solo GM on the 
north east again.) 


Broadford Loop 


16 00 arrive into No.2 road GM-J- 
J-44 up ballast 


Up side of Broadford 


16 33 NR95-NR10-AN6 
9826/6AB6 down Brisbane 
steel/containers — included 10 
loaded orange coil steel 
container wagons up front 
behind the locos, a massive 
train. First time steel loading 
noted on this train 

1702 GM-J-J-44 up ballast at 
Heathcote Junction — what a 
sound as the GM crested the 
grade on its own! 


WESTERN - Standard Gauge 
4483 AND GL105 


For the first time in twelve months a 
member of the former New South 
Wales 44 class was sighted in Western 
Victoria. 4483, now resplendent in 
SSR’s yellow and black colour scheme 
made a light engine run from 
Melbourne to Murtoa on the morning 
of Sat.3.9 to collect a rake of CFCLA 
ballast hoppers that had been stored 
at that location for a number of 
months. The locomotive arrived B end 
leading at 11 55 and departed with 
the hoppers in tow at 13 00. 

Other occasions that members of 
this class have ventured to this part 
of the system have been in 2002 when 
4468 and 4471 were sighted on 
various works trains and late June 
2004 when 4468 accompanied GL104 
on a transfer train from Melbourne to 
Adelaide. 

Another welcome visitor was 
GL105, which arrived at Dimboola on 
Mon.22.8 on SP2, and was stabled off 
the end of the turntable, presumably 
for crew training. It was collected on 
Fri.2.9 by MA3 combining with 
NR98 and C501 to make it very 
unusual sight into Adelaide the next 
morning. The following week this 
same train featured another new 
combination with NR20-C501- 
XR555 hauling MA3 onThurs.8.9, 
with XR555 being the first member 
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KYNETON 


Kyneton was opened as a terminus on 2 
April 1862 during construction of tl 
Sandhurst (Bendigo) main line. Block worl 
ing over the double line using Winters instr) 
ments was introduced by 1890 and the static 
yard was interlocked on 20 January 18¢ 
when the signal box was commissioned. T] 
signal frame had 43 levers and controlled t! 
gates protecting Mollison Street. | 


The signal box was de-commissioned « 
17 January 2005 as part of the Regional Fa 


I Signaller Adrian Hickey operates the 
Winters double line block instrument for | 
the passage of another train. December 
2004 


2 The signal box and semaphore signal stan¢ 
tall against a stormy skyline. May 2005 
3 Locos T377, T363 and T369 hauling $300-. 
B65-B80-S311 and Y127 on a transfer 
train to Bendigo cross the Mollison Street 
level crossing. Mon.10.1 | 
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GNAL Box 


il project. The interlocked gates and fittings 
‘re later removed on 16 July 2005 and 
»red for possible future display at the 
2HS Railway Museum. 

These gates were the last set of hand- 


erated interlocked gates left operating 
Victoria. 


A set of non-interlocked hand gates still 
main in use at New Street near Brighton 
ach; while a motorised set of gates remain 
erational at Lydiard Street, Ballarat. 


- Mollison Street level crossing gates by 
night during 2003 


Signaller Adrian Hickey manually rotates 
| the wheel to close the gates for road 
traffic. December 2004 


» The down and up side Winters block 
instruments pictured beneath the signal 
diagram 


hotos 1 to 5 Peter Smith 
hota 6 John Dare 


of the class to make it to Adelaide, 
although re-built units still with their 
X numbers have made a number of 
brief visits since 2003. 


ATN ACCESS 


The ATN Access grain trains, 
9741/9742, live on under Pacific 
National ownership with a bracket 
of nine return trips to the Dimboola 
grain centre during the first half of 
September. 

To add interest to this longer than 
usual series of trips (in the past, four 
trips in any one sequence was the 
most common) was that yet another 
class of locomotive made its debut. 
G519, the first G to appear on these 
trains was bracketed by L270 and 
L254 on Sun.4.9 and for the 
remaining trips it was replaced by 
G535. The train was made up of an 
assortment of NGHX hoppers in both 
the light blue AWB Ltd colours and 
plain silver, and some former Victorian 
VHAF hoppers in Pacific National 
colours. The loading of the trains at 
Dimboola was taking as little as two 
hours. 

The following list included the locos 
as they arrived at Dimboola and the 
date that the trains loaded, not 
necessarily the date they departed 
Melbourne. 


Sun.4.9 L270-G519-L254 
Tues.6.9 L270-G535-L254 
Thurs.8.9 L270-G535-L254 
Fri.9.9 L270-833-G535 
Sun.11.9 L270-833-G535 
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Mon.12.9 L270-833-G535 
Wed.14.9 L270-833-G535 
Thurs.15.9 1L270-833-G535 
Sat.17.9 L270-833-G535(?) 


The arrival of 9741 at the 
Dimboola grain centre on the 
morning of Wed.14.9 at around 11 15 
led to the unusual situation of three 
trains present at Dimboola Loop, 
occupying all three lines — the main 
line, crossing loop and the Grain 
Centre siding. The ATN Access train 
pulled into the grain siding and 
waiting for this to happen was steel 
train PW4 on the main line with 
NR85-AN2 and NR30-NR19 on the 
container train, PMS in the loop. 


PACIFIC NATIONAL 


The unusual sight of a train stabled at 
Pimpinio Loop greeted travellers on 
the Western Highway between 
Dimboola and Horsham on the 
morning of Sat.10.9 and it even had 
an interesting locomotive combination 
up front. It was reported that there 
was no crew available to take the train 
any further at the time, so the 
Melbourne-bound intermodal service, 
AM3, was tied up in the crossing loop 
for the day, leaving the impressive 
sight of NR32-DL43-BL35-NR38 
with a long rake of containers almost 
filling the siding beside the highway. 
Both NRs were still in the old 
National Rail marigold and grey, the 
DL retained the former AN green and 
gold whilst the BL boasted the new 
Pacific National blue and yellow 
colours. 


L251 leads another two L class locos as they depart Appleton Dock with an 
ATN Access grain train on Tues.19.10.2004 Chris Nuthall 


The train arrived at the loop just 
after 08 30 and was not reported 
through Gheringhap until 07 13 the 
next day. 

Mid to late August saw a regular 
procession of grain trains servicing the 
GrainCorp silos at Rainbow on the 
Yaapeet line. 

Our correspondent lives close 
enough to the line to hear the trains 
on a still morning, but does not 
always see them. Those sighted 
featured the expected single G, such 
as G520 on Tues.16.8 and G522 the 
next day, but trains were also heard on 
Thurs.4.8, Wed.10.8, Thurs.25.8 and 
Fri.26.8, although this may not be the 
complete list of days trains operated 
during this period. 


ARG 


Because of some late running that 
began with the Melbourne-bound 
train the night before, ARG’s MAG 
and AMG met at Horsham on the 
morning of Sat.20.8 and undertook 
some interesting shunting to swap 
locos. MAG arrived at Horsham with 
CLF4 and CLF1 up front and AM6 
with the impressive line-up of CLF2- 
CLP 14-GM43-2205 and after just 
over an hour of shunting, MAG 
departed after midday as CLF4-2205- 
CLF2 and AMG headed off with 
CLF1-CLP14-GM43. 

Apart from this occasion, double- 
headed combinations of CLF, CLP and 
GM locomotives have dominated 
these trains. 


SOUTH WEST - 
Geelong, Warrnambool 


September saw the implementation of 
a new timetable increasing the trains 
to the new station of Marshall on the 
southern outskirts of Geelong on the 
Warrnambool line. According to the 
V/Line media release there are now 
58 weekly services linking this new 
station to Melbourne. 


NORTH WEST - 
Mildura, Ballarat 


A series of driver training movements 
commenced between North Geelong 
and Ballarat during the week ending 
Sat.27.8, with a return trip by light 
engine N471 on Mon.22.8, two in 
each direction by Sprinter 7003 on 
Wed.24.8, N468 on Thurs.25.8 and 
Sprinter 7013 on Fri.26.8. The 
following week Sprinters 7011 and 
7022 made one return trip each on 
the Wed.31.8 and Fri.2.9 respectively. 


Another rare passenger train on this 
line was sighted on Sat.10.9 when a 
steam special featuring D°369 and 
K153 passed through Gheringhap on 
its way back to Melbourne from 
Maryborough. 

Other interesting locomotive 
combinations sighted through 
Gheringhap during the reporting 
period included the double XR 
combination of XR553 and XR550 on 
an up grain train, 9126, on Fri.26.8 
and an empty down grain train, 9125, 
the next Friday hauled by G515- 
XR550-XR554. The up Mildura 
goods, 9140, featured G525-H3-H1- 
P21 on Thurs.1.9, whilst the same 
train on Fri.9.9 boasted G527-G525- 
A78-T374-P23, with G527 being the 
only one on the broad gauge in Pacific 
National colours. 


METROPOLITAN 


LONG ISLAND STEEL TRAINS 


The Long Island steel trains remain 
the domain of the BLs, either single or 
double headed. On Sat.20.8 the 
empty coil train, 9553, to Long Island 
consisted of BL32-BL34 and 21 
wagons, and was sighted out of 
Frankston at 13 35. 

Down at the Long Island coil 
sidings Y148 arrived from the 
warehouse at 16 05 with nine loaded 
wagons. It then proceeded to run 
around and took another 17 empties 
back for loading. The BLs were sitting 
just outside the sidings with 12 loaded 
wagons and once the Y was clear, they 
attached the extra nine before adding 
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Y168 on a spoil train stabled between Ivanhoe and Eaglemont 
during pit renewal works. Sat.23.7 Stuart Turnbull 


a further four scrap wagons that had 
been left on the main line run-around 
to the rear of the train. 


This made the loading for train 
number 9558 a total of 25 wagons 
made up of 21 coil wagons (ten for 
Perth, four for Sydney and seven for 
Brisbane) and the four of scrap for 
Port Kembla all hauled by BL34 and 
BL32. The total weight was 1944 
tonnes and length 415 metres when 
the train arrived at Long Island 
Junction at 16 40 to wait for the 
17 30 timetable to Frankston. 

Both the down 9553 and up 9556 
steel trains were hauled by a solo 
BL34 on Tues.6.9 which was common 


motive power, although the loading 
on the return trip was rather unusual 
— instead of empty slab wagons, it had 
15 wagons of empty open coil 
slots/cradles, with some on ex-Freight 
Australia container flats (possible 
VQLX). 


STONY POINT PASSENGER 


The Stony Point passenger trains were 
disrupted on Thurs.15.9 when it 
appears that the tracks spread under 
AGO with a MTH set of passenger 
coaches. The services were replaced by 
buses and it was anticipated that the 
line would be re-opened the following 
Monday. 


Veteran diesel hydraulic loco W244 assists Y168 in propelling their train of hoppers and empty wagons into the Boral Quarry siding 
loading area in preparation for a weekend pit renewal works at West Richmond. Thurs.23.6 Steve Malpass 
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A review of Locomotive and Rollingstock news 


M>TRAIN COMENG RECEIVES 
CONNEX LIVERY 


In early June, there were five former 
M>Train Comeng three-car units 
that did not have the Connex livery, 
namely 465M-1083T-466M, 473M- 
1087T-474M, 477M-1089T-478M, 
493M-1097T-494M and 535M-1118T 
-536M. 

By Sat.11.6, there were only two that 
did not have the livery, namely 493M- 
1097T-494M and 535M-1118T-536M. 

By mid-June, the task of applying 
the livery to former M> Train Comeng 
trains was completed. 

The Comeng’s refurbished by 
M>Train are still easy to distinguish 
from those refurbished by Connex in 
that the M>Train Comeng’s retain 
their yellow front ends. 


SIEMENS LIVERY 


By the end of July, the task of applying 
the Connex blue stripes along the 
side of all Siemens suburban trains in 
revenue service appears to have been 
completed. 

However, by late August, only four 
Siemens three-car units had the yellow 
front, namely 703M-2502T-704M, 
715M-2508T-716M, 787M-2544T- 
788M and 799M-2550T-800M. 

At this stage, the other Siemens 
trains retained the white front end with 
the green and yellow striped panel 
below the windows or the original 
National Express blue and _ yellow 
striping. 


K190 waits at Mitcham for an X’Trapolis set to pass prior to returning back 
to Camberwell during local shuttle trips. Sun.3.7 John Scott 


FREIGHT AUSTRALIA 
WAGONS 


Former Freight Australia wagons are 
now starting to lose their green livery 
and appear in the Pacific National blue 
colour scheme. 

On Mon.5.9, a VPCX pneumatic 
discharge cement wagon was sighted in 
an up Lyndhurst cement train painted 
in PN blue. 


HITACHI TRAINS 


By the end of August the following 

six 6-car Hitachi trains were still in 

revenue service: 

10M-1909T-21M + 49M-1987T- 
196M 


Usually restricted to weekday operations only, the running of Hitachi trains during 
weekends is rare. A Hitachi set climbs the grade out of Syndal with 
an up Glen Waverley service on Sun.12.6 John Dare 


37M-1979T-36M + 105M-1999T- 
178M 

57M-1922T-184M + 179M-1977T- 
129M 

46M-1975T-22M + 65M-1982T-88M 

144M-1919T-9M + 233M-2007T- 
23M 

197M-1981T-3M + 110M-1910T- 
42M. 


RRRY CONTAINER FLATS 


During August, a number of brand new 
Chinese-built Pacific National RRRY 
five-pack container wagons were 
unloaded from a ship at Port Kembla 
Inner Harbour, NSW. The bodies for 
these wagons were initially stored in 
stacks, but were then assembled and 
mounted on their bogies, which appear 
to be Australian made, although this is 
not certain, by Goninan staff using two 
cranes. Each wagon rides on ten bogies. 
Most of the wagons delivered in 
August had been assembled by early 
September and presumably entered 
interstate service with PN as soon as 
they were completed. 
The basic specifications of the RRRY 
wagons are as follows: 
= Maximum gross mass of 420 tonnes. 
m Tare mass of 103 tonnes. 
® Length of 106.3 metres. 
= Drawbar capacity of 1.8 MN. 
= Equipped with a B4 brake. 


At present its unclear which Chinese 
manufacturer built these wagons and 
how many RRRY container flats are 
being acquired by PN. 


A 6 car X’Trapolis set 
approaches Mitcham with 
an up service on Sun.30. | 


A 6 car Siemens set still 
awaiting fitting out in 
Connex livery leaves 
Laverton on an up 
Werribee service running 
via Westona. Sat.11.6 


All photos Chris Nuthall 
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A former M> Train Comeng 
set in new Connex livery at 
Middle Footscray on an up 
Watergardens service. 
Sat.25.6 


VZGX WAGONS 


Two VZGX locomotive sand wagons 
were sighted at South Dynon Loco on 
Tues.13.9 stabled behind the building 
where sand is delivered to the depot by 
road. 

They were used to convey dried loco 
sand to country locos depots (the last 
depot served by these wagons being 
Geelong), but have not been used for 
some time — possibly not since 2003/04 
(does any reader know the last time 
loco sand was conveyed by rail to a 
country depot?). 

VZGX1Q is painted silver, whilst 
VZGX17J is painted in Freight 
Australia green. Both were converted 
from VPFX pneumatic discharge flour 
wagons and have four pots (unlike 
pneumatic discharge cement wagons 
that have three pots). They have a tare 
of around 29.6 tonnes and a load 
capacity of 45 tonnes. 

See p.285 September 2003 NEws- 
RAIL for a brief history of the VPFX 
flour wagons. 


RTL 


On Tues.13.9, the Road Transferable 
Locomotive (RTL) was sighted at South 
Dynon Loco stored beside the crew 
amenities building. It is currently 
painted in the Freight Australia green 
livery. 

This unit does not appear to be used 
much these days (does any reader know 
when the RTL was last used?). It was 
originally delivered to V/Line Freight 
at the start of February 1996. See 
p.146 May 1996, p.218 July 1996 and 
p.290 September 1996 NewsralL for 
notes. 

In around August 1999 it was 
painted in the Freight Victoria green 
livery and photos of it on the 
Bairnsdale log trains appear on p.48 
and p.49 of February 2000 NEwsRAIL. 


PBGY VANS 


On Tues.6.9, five brand new PBGY 
vans (Road Nos. 0009PR 0036M, 
0037V, 0021F and 0014B) were 
sighted at the sidings used by Southern 
Shorthaul Railroad (SSR) near North 
Melbourne railway station. 

A total of 82 PBGY vans (0001 to 
0082) are being built by the QR work- 
shops at Redbank, Ipswich, for SCT to 
a design prepared by iQR (the consult- 
ing arm of QR). The vans are equipped 
with sliding double doors at each end, 
are painted white with an orange sill 
and ride on SRYE code bogies. They 
have a tare weight of 27.1 tonnes and 
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can carry 72.9 tonnes for a gross 
weight of 100 tonnes. 

The first was delivered in mid-2005 
and they have been deployed in the 
east-west corridor. 


BRS CONVERSION 


On the morning of Sun.4.9, BRS225 
was transferred by road from the 
Southern Shorthaul Railroad (SSR) 
facility at Bendigo (located at the for- 
mer loco depot) to the SSR Melbourne 
depot at Creek Siding (near North 
Melbourne railway station). 

BRS225 is the first of four BRS cars 
to be converted to a crew car for Pacific 
National (PN) (see p.282 September 
2005 NeEwsrRAIL). The car has been 
externally painted PN blue with yellow 
at each end of the car body sides that 
extends over the roof and along the sill 
(note that the ends of the car body are 


painted PN blue, i.e. the yellow is only 
on the side of the car body). 

BRS225 was attached to its first 
train on the night of Sun.4.9 and was 
marshalled behind the three train locos 
(NR-AN-NR) at about 20 30. 


V/LINE LOCO-HAULED FLEET 


NEwsralL last published a listing of 
V/Line locomotive-hauled rollingstock 
and the carriage sets formed by this 
stock on p.89 of the March 2001 issue 
(a previous listing of the fleet having 
been published on p.26 of the January 
1998 issue, whilst the sets in use in 
1986 was published on p.89 of the 
March 1986 issue). 

The V/Line locomotive-hauled car- 
riage fleet as at Thurs.1.9.2005 is set 
out in table 1. 

These cars are formed into sets as 
shown in table 2. 


TABLE | 
V/LINE LOCOMOTIVE-HAULED CARRIAGE FLEET 


Class No. in 
of car class 


Description 


No. of Seating 
seats configuration 
per car 


First class saloon with conductor’s 52 24+2 
compartment at the eastern end. 


Economy class saloon fitted with 66 342 
a buffet compartment at 


the eastern end. 


BN Economy class saloon. 
BCH (short) 


Economy class saloon with 


conductor’s compartment at 


the eastern end. 


BCH (long) 


Economy class saloon with 


conductor’s compartment 


at the eastern end. 


BH (short) 
BH (long) 
BIH 14 


Economy class saloon. 
Economy class saloon. 
Economy class saloon. These cars 


are not fitted with a toilet. 


BTH (long) 13 


BTH (long) 


ACZ 


BTN 
BZN 


Economy class saloon. West end 
terminal car for H sets. Fitted with 
draft gear and HEP connections. 


Economy class saloon. West end 
terminal car for H sets. Fitted with 
draft gear and HEP connections. 
First class saloon with conductor’s 
compartment at the eastern end. 
Economy class saloon. 

Economy class saloon. Fitted with 
a toilet and entrance at the 
eastern end suitable for wheelchair 
passengers. 

Economy class saloon. 


Economy class compartment car. 


24+2 
4 across 
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TABLE 2 


N AND Z SETS 

FNI ACN3 BRNS53 BN2 BZN27| 

N2 ACN6 BRN50O BN5 

N3 ACN9 BRN47 BN8 

N4 ACNI2 BRN44 BNII 

N5 ACNI5 BRN40 BNI3 

FN6 ACNI8 BRN38 BNI7 BZN265 

N7 ACN21 BRN20 BNI9 

N8 ACN24 BRN34 BN22 

FN9 ACN27 BRN32 BN26 BZN272 

FNIO ACN30 BRN29 BN28 BZN276 

NII ACN33 BRN31 BN25 

VN1I2 ACN36 BRN35 BN23 BZN273 

N13 ACN39 BRN37 BNI6 

NI4 ACN42 BRN41 BNI4 

FNI5 ACN45 BRN43 BNIO BZN266 

N16 ACN48 BRN46 BN7 
ACNS| BRN49 BN4 BZN274 BS218 
ACN54 BRN52 BNI BZN258 BS217 
ACN57 BRN56 BNS55 BZN275 
ACZ259 BTN251 BZN256 BTN253 BTN254 
ACZ262 BTN263 BZN261 BTN264 BTN268 
ACZ257 BZ267 BS215 


H SETS 
FSH2I BCHI21 BIHI81 BHI41 BTHI61 
VSH22 BCH122 BIHI82 BH142 BHI49 BTH162 
FSH23 BCH123 BIH183 BHI43 BTHI63 
FSH24 BCH124 BIH|184 BH144 BTH164 
FSH25 BCHI25 BIHI85 BH145 BTH1I65 
VSH26 BCH126 BIH192 BHI46 BIH|I88 BTH1I66 
FSH27 BCHI27 BIH187 BH147 BTH167 
SH28 BCH128 BH1I48 BTH168 
VSH29 BCHI29 BIHI89 BTHI69 BTHI75 BCH135 
SH30 BCH130 BIH1I90 BTHI70 
SH31 BCH131 BIHI91 BTHI71 
FLH32 BCH132 BIH186 BHI52 BTHI72 
FLH33 BCH133 BIH193 BHI53 BTHI73 
SH34 BCH134 BIH194 BTHI74 
. The long H cars are approximately 4 metres longer than the short H cars (see p.88 March 2001 
Newsrait for the exact lengths). 
. V/Line also has two loose cars (BS216 and ACZ252) and three cars for special traffic (Norman, 
Murray and Victoria). 


. Cars ACZ252, ACZ257 and BZ267 were taken over from West Coast Railway in August 2004 
(see p.355 November 2004 and p.388 December 2004 NewsralL for more information). 

. See p.318 October 2003 Newsrai for notes on the VZ sets. 

. See p.278 September 1999 Newsralt for notes on the five-car H sets. 

. The conductor’s compartment of BCH135 in set VSH29 is at the west end of the car rather than 
the east end which is normally the case. 


I N464 near Kilmore East on a down 
Seymour pass. Wed.8.6 Bev Dallenger 


2 A60 on a down Ballarat pass. rounds 
the re-lined Parwan curve deviation. 
Tues.18.1 Chris Nuthall 


3 Sprinter 7021 near Tynong on a down 
Traralgon service. Mon.27.6 James Brook 


4 V’Locity set 1203-1103 at North 
Melbourne during testing. Fri.24.6 
John Scott 


5 P16 with a morning up Bacchus Marsh 
service on Parwan curve deviation. 
Wed.19.1 Chris Nuthall 


TENDERS 


The following tenders have been called 
on behalf of the Department of 
Infrastructure: 


® Building, construction and mainten- 
ance Wodonga rail project locations 
at Melrose Drive and Lincoln cause- 
way. 

® Development of freight module to 
assist the strategic planning of 
freight movements as a component 
of the total metropolitan travel task. 


® Provision of maintenance and sup- 
port and enhancement services for 
IT operations within the Public 
Transport Division. 


# Appointment of an independent 
contractor to provide high level 
advice regarding emerging national 
and state transport and logistic 
matters. 


ARTC SLEEPER TENDER 


On Fri.19.8, an Australian Rail Track 
Corporation tender closed to design 
and supply up to two million concrete 
sleepers for the national rail network. 


BACCHUS MARSH 


In the September 2005 issue of the 
V/Line customer newsletter called Go 
V/Line, it was indicated that works will 
be shortly undertaken at Bacchus 
Marsh station to extend the platform in 
association with the track being 
upgraded through the station (presum- 
ably as a part of the Regional Fast Rail 
project). 


BENA 


Further to p.250 August 2005 
NEwsralL. The new concrete rail-over- 
road bridge, built by Winslow 
Constructors Pty Ltd, at Bena on the 
South Gippsland Tourist Railway was 
completed at the end of August. This 
bridge is located on the up side of the 
106 km post. Extensive works relating 
to the roadway passing underneath the 
bridge still needed to be completed. 
The concrete sleepers laid over the 
bridge were delivered on site on 
Mon.15.8. The date of 19.7.2005 is 
painted on the sleepers and is presum- 
ably the date they were manufactured. 


FOOTSCRAY 


In mid-September, the demonstration 
period for the Banner Indicator unit 
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located on the western side of the 
Albert Street bridge (6.038 km) at 
Footscray, which was supposed to have 
ended on Sun.28.8, was extended to 
01 00 hours on Sun.25.9. 


HOLYROOD STREET 


On Sun.11.9, automatic pedestrian 
gates were provided at the Holyrood 
Street pedestrian crossing (16.824 km 
from Melbourne) located between 
Brighton Beach and Hampton on the 
Sandringham line. 


KOOYONG 


On Fri.29.7, the floor-plates for levers 
13 and 14 at Kooyong signal box were 
replaced by floor plates that allow 
the lever to operate to the first notch 
position only. This modification has 
been made in preparation for the 
installation of new pedestrian gates. 


MARSHALL 


On Tues.19.7, an N class loco ran out 
to Marshall to perform a radio test. 

On Wed.20.7, the local signalling 
system at Marshall station was com- 
missioned after post 2 at the up end of 
the station had been relocated approxi- 
mately 150 to 200 metres closer to 
Melbourne. Train order working is still 
in use between South Geelong and 
Marshall. 

The following details of the sig- 
nalling system at Marshall that was 


commissioned on Wed.20.7 were pub- 
lished in Weekly Operational Notice No. 
06/2005 dated 15.2.2005. 

The new signalling can be controlled 
remotely from a Visual Display Unit 
(VDU) located within Geelong ‘A’ sig- 
nal box or locally from a VDU located 
within the station building at Marshall. 

Standard two-position fixed sig- 
nalling has been provided. All fixed 
signals are of the Light Emitting Diode 
(LED) type. 

The mainline points governing 
access to 2 road at the up and down 
ends are provided with TD84m type 
dual control point machines. These 
points can be operated manually as 
required during any signalling failures. 

The passenger platform is located 
on | road, the Warrnambool mainline, 
and is 176.4 metres long. 

The table on the following page 
shows the signals that were com- 
missioned at Marshall. 


GEELONG 

Further to p.283 September 2005 
NEWSRAIL. In mid-August, the Mait- 
land Street sidings (Nos. 4 and 5 
Roads) at Geelong were booked back 


into service. 


PRAIRIE 


On Wed.13.7, the up and down end 
points at Prairie were booked back into 
service. 


Four V’Locity sets were transferred to Alstom workshops at North Ballarat for fitting 
of additional equipment on Tues.6.9. The leading V’Locity unit of the transfer trip is 
seen passing the Regional Fast Rail Test Banner Indicator, M244BL, situated at the 
Albert Street bridge near Footscray Steve Malpass 
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SIGNALS COMMISSIONED AT MARSHALL 


Signal 
Signal post No. | 


Signal post No.2 


Signal post No.3 


Signal post No.4 


Signal post No.5 
Signal post No.6 


Description 


Down light distant signal. This signal assumes the ‘proceed’ 
position when the down home signals situated on posts 2, 4, 
7 and 10 are at the ‘proceed’ position. 

The down light distant signal is situated 2 000 metres to the 
rear of down home signal post 2. 

Down light home signal. For movements to IA road towards 
down home signal post 4. This signal is interlocked with the 
level crossing protection equipment located at Marshalltown 
Road. 

Up light home signal. For movements from |A road to South 
Geelong. This signal is interlocked with the level crossing 
protection equipment located at Marshalltown Road and 
Barwon Heads Road. 

Down bracket post. Left hand doll: down light home and 
calling-on signal. From 1A road to | road towards post 7. 
Right hand doll: down light home and calling-on signal. From 
IA road to 2 road towards post 8. 

Up light home signal from | road to IA road towards post 3. 
Up light home signal from 2 road to [A road towards post 3. 


Signal post No.7 
post 10. 
Signal post No.8 
post 10. 
Signal post No.9 


Signal post No.10 


Down light home signal from | road to 1B road towards 
Down light home signal from 2 road to |B road towards 


Up bracket post. Left hand doll: up light home and calling-on 
signal. From |B road to 2 road towards post 6. Right hand 
doll: up light home and calling-on signal. From |B road to | 
road towards post 5. 


Down light home signal from |B road towards Winchelsea. 


This signal is interlocked with the level crossing protection 
equipment located at Reserve Road. 


Signal post No.1 | 
Signal post No.12 


Up home signal. For movements to 1B road towards post 9. 
Up distant signal. The up distant signal will assume the 


‘proceed’ position when the up home signals situated on 
posts ||, 9, 5 and 3 are at the ‘proceed’ position. The up 
distant signal is situated 2 000 metres to the rear of up home 


signal post | 1. 


FLINDERS STREET 
CONCOURSE 


By mid-September, work was well 
advanced on the $13.5 million rehabili- 
tation and strengthening of the con- 
course deck at Flinders Street station 
that commenced in January 2005. 


The original concourse deck was 
constructed in around 1906 of un- 
reinforced concrete arched slabs that are 
about three metres across and about 
150 mm to 180 mm thick at the top of 
the arch and 300 mm to 350 mm thick 
at the side. 

The concourse deck structure also 
contains a number of riveted steel 
beams installed in the 1930s, as well as 
steel beams installed during the 1950s 
and in 1972. 

In 1984, a large portion of the deck 
was replaced, and possibly extended, 
by a modern steel deck which is located 


on the western side of the original deck 
and can be easily seen when standing 
on the platforms under the concourse. 


Each platform track has been closed 
to traffic in turn as the project has 
advanced, the deck over platform 13 
being the first to be rehabilitated. 


Whilst work is underway, scaffold- 
ing is erected and the work area sealed 
off. This provides a visual barrier, keeps 
pedestrians away from the work area 
and also reduces the amount of air- 
borne dust. 


High pressure hoses have been used 
to clear away the accumulated grime, 
including soot from the steam era and 
garnet blasting is used to remove the 
more stubborn grime. 


To strengthen the slab and help 
prevent further cracking, carbon fibre 
sheeting has been applied to the sur- 
face. This is done soon after cleaning 
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to prevent oxidation. Around 2 000 
square metres of this sheeting will have 
been installed by the time the project is 
finished, making it the second largest 
installation of its kind in Victoria after 
the Westgate bridge. 


Structural beams are being exam- 
ined for corrosion and repaired or 
strengthened where necessary, then 
primed and painted. 


The 106 x 30 centimetre-in-diam- 
eter cast-iron columns are sound, but 
are still being rehabilitated. Debris, 
including soft drink cans and coins, are 
being removed from the hollow core. 
Any internal corrosion (which is mini- 
mal) is being assessed with a video 
camera and internal cracks identified 
and repaired. The columns are then 
filled with a non-shrink grout to pre- 
vent further corrosion. 


The Swanston Street bridge and the 
concourse deck are two discrete struc- 
tures that move independently of each 
other. Consequently, the bluestone 
gutter that runs along this joint leaks 
and has allowed water to seep in and 
damage the deck over time. A new 
gutter is being installed that incor- 
porates a waterproof membrane to stop 
this leakage. 


Minor, non-structural cracks, as well 
as a few structural ones, have devel- 
oped in the concrete slab. These are 
being repaired by injecting at very low 
pressure a two-part industrial-strength 
epoxy. This will prevent further spread- 
ing of the cracks and will improve the 
stability of the slab. The total length of 
these cracks is around 3 500 metres. 


By mid-September, the deck be- 
tween platforms 13 and 5 and over 
platforms 1 and 2 had been rehabili- 
tated, thereby leaving the deck over 
platforms 3 and 4 as the last section to 
be done. In addition, the guttering in 
Swanston Street had been replaced 
between a point over platform 13 and 
platform 4 and work was underway on 
replacing the guttering between the 
corner of Swanston and Flinders Street 
and a point over platform 2. 

The lack of records on the earlier 
work undertaken on the decking made 
it difficult to foresee some of the issues 
that have been faced by the project. 
Even so, the project should be com- 
pleted on time, in early 2006 and on 
budget and will extend the life of the 
deck by up to 50 years. 

The engineers for this project are 
Kellogg, Brown and Root, whilst the 
contractor is Eptec. 
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Reviews, amendments, queries, bits and pieces and the odd spot 


SEYMOUR STATION MASTER 
RETIRES 


Mr John Hedley, Seymour’s well 
known Senior Station Master, retired 
on Fri.19.8 after having worked for the 
railways for 46 years. 

Mr Hedley was replaced by Mr Dale 
Wickham who had previously worked 
at Shepparton for 14 years. Mr 
Wickham originally joined the railways 
in 1969 as a Junior Station Assistant at 
Seymour. 


QR HAULS ONE MILLIONTH 
TONNE OF HUNTER VALLEY 
COAL 


On Sun.21.8, QR hauled its millionth 
tonne of Hunter Valley (NSW) export 
coal since it began coal haulage oper- 
ations for two mines in the region in 
April 2005. 

The coal was loaded at Hunter 
Valley Energy Coal’s (HVEC) Mount 
Arthur mine and was transported to 
the Port of Newcastle as part of the 
cargo being assembled for the bulk coal 
carrier Kazen. 

QR National, QR’s coal and freight 
division, has been railing export coal 
from Resource Pacific's Newpac Mine 
since 30 April 2005, and from Hunter 
Valley Energy Coal’s Mount Arthur 
mine since 1 July 2005. 


READER’S QUESTION 


Fertiliser does not appear to have been 
moved by rail in Victoria for some 
time, possibly not since early to mid- 
2004. Does any reader know the last 
time fertiliser was despatched from the 
Incitec Pivot (see Note 1 below) plant 
at North Shore (Geelong) to the Incitec 
Pivot Regional Service Centres (fer- 
tiliser depots) at Congupna (see Note 
2) and/or Wodonga (see Note 3)? 
Notes 
1. Incitec Pivot was formed on 1.6.2003 by 
the merger of Incitec Fertilisers Limited 
and Pivot Limited. 


i) 


. The rail siding at Congupna (191.948 
km from Melbourne) was upgraded in 
May 1996 for fertiliser traffic as a part of 
Pivot making Congupna a Regional 
Service Centre (RSC). The siding was 
equipped to handle bottom discharge 
wagons. Congupna had not received fer- 
tiliser by rail for a number of years (poss- 
ibly not since 1989/90) prior to the 
upgrade having been undertaken and 
was in quite poor condition before work 
commenced. The RSC and _ associated 


siding were officially opened by Mr Pat 
McNamara, the Deputy Premier of 
Victoria and Minister for Agriculture at 
the time, on Fri.7.6.1996. 

3. The Regional Service Centre at 
Wodonga was established at about the 
same time as the one at Congupna and 
was based on an existing facility at 
Wodonga Coal Sidings. The large fer- 
tiliser storage shed at Wodonga was 
originally erected in the early 1960s and 
was the largest shed of its type in coun- 
try Victoria at the time with a total 
capacity (when built) of 10 000 tons. It 
was equipped to handle bottom dis- 
charge hopper wagons sometime in the 
mid-1980s. 


READER’S QUESTION 


The railways once employed their own 
painters to repaint stations, bridges 
and other infrastructure on a regular 
cycle. Does any reader know when the 
railways ceased to have their own 
painters and when painting of infra- 
structure, such as stations, ceased to be 
carried out on a regular basis? 

Also, did the railways also paint the 
structures that support the overhead 
traction wires in the metropolitan area 
and if they did, did they carry out this 
painting whilst trains continued to 
operate, i.e. was the power turned off 
or left on as they painted? 


RUPERTSWOOD 


Further to the article that appears in 
June 2005 NEwsRalL on Rupertswood 
and the subsequent additional infor- 
mation published on p.258 of the 
August 2005 issue. 

The following two paragraphs in 
relation to Rupertswood were extracted 
from the March 1968 issue of 
Australian Railway Enthusiast (p.12). 
Two photos of the special trains oper- 
ated in around 1940 for the Ruperts- 
wood Eucharistic Festival taken by 
L Marshall Wood appear on p.27 of the 
same magazine. NEWSRAIL thanks Mr 
John Dare for supplying this additional 
information. 


Early in the war, before austerity hit 
the chartered trains, many specials 
operated on a November Sunday to 
Rupertswood for the religious Euchar- 
istic Festival. In 1940 and 1941 these 
were operated by suburban electric 
stock with pantographs down and were 
hauled out on a 72-minute timetable 
by locomotives operating tender first. 


These were D3s, A?s and A's, and were 
greeted on arrival by a solid phalanx of 
Block Inspectors, Traffic Officers and 
Ticket Collectors. 

All specials were stabled on the 
down mainline beyond Rupertswood, 
No.1 special out nearly to Wildwoods. 
The up line became a bi-directional 
single line. The locos uncoupled and 
backed their tenders on to the special 
in front. The loco from No.1 train had 
to run on to Clarkefield and return to 
Sunbury on the up, then back on the 
down to the head of the last of the 
specials. A breakdown train was kept 
at Sunbury in case of ‘unfortunate’ inci- 
dents and apart from the usual crane 
and vans, sported a four-wheeled X car. 
Our special on the up was a D> in front 
of AM-M-AM-T-M-AM-M. 


On the same subject, Mr Syd 
Commons of Ferntree Gully, wrote: 


On the occasions when I travelled on 
these trains, mid-1940s, I remember 
that the engines were A? class and 
departed Melbourne tender first. I do 
not know the number of trains 
required, I think six, possibly more. All 
standing room only. 

On arrival at Rupertswood the first 
train, when empty, proceeded down to 
Clarkefield. The second train, when 
empty, moved down towards Clarke- 
field, pulling up short of the now 
stationary first train. This move was 
repeated until all trains were stabled on 
the down track south of Clarkefield. 

To prepare for the return journey, the 
engine of the first train crossed over 
onto the up line at Clarkefield then 
proceeded light engine down to Sun- 
bury. It then backed up and coupled to 
the rear of the last train to arrive. 

When required, this train moved 
down to the Rupertswood platform to 
load and depart. 

Each of the other engines only had to 
back up and couple to the rear of the 
train ahead of it then move down to the 
platform when required. 

The system worked well and had the 
advantage of funnel-first operation and 
the use of a good headlight should it be 
required on the way home. 

As a railway enthusiast from way 
back, with all this train activity you 
could almost be forgiven for forgetting 
the main reason you came up to 
Rupertswood. 
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STEAM HAULED SPECIAL TRAINS 


Y112 and KI53 work 
upgrade between Creswick 
and Tourello Loop during 
the Steamrail trip to 
Maryborough on Sat.10.9. 
A four wheel water gin 
wagon was marshalled 
between the two locos so as 
to provide adequate water 
supply to YI 12 throughout 
the run from Ballarat to 
Maryborough and return 
Stuart Turnbull 


R761 storms the | in 50 
grade towards Heathcote 
Junction with a down 
Steamrail school holiday 
special bound for Seymour 
on Fri.8.7 James Brook 


A special train headed by 
K153 at the front and with 
K190 trailing at the rear in 
a push-pull mode climb the 
grade between Macleod and 
Watsonia during their 
journey to Hurstbridge for 
the local Wattle Festival 
celebrations (see p.306) 
Stuart Turnbull 
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DIESELS 


Naa S89 by well-known photographer Leon Oberg, 


presenting a recent snapshot of Australia’s diverse national 
railway scene. 


BEST SELLER now in its 5th edition contains genuine historical 
photographs sourced from archives around the nation. 


RRP $19.95 
GST inclusive 


Available from: 


Rail enthusiast shops and leading newsagents 
Publishing Solutions 
38a Murphy Street, Richmond Vic. 3121 Tel: (03) 9427 7433 


Former State Electricity Commission of Victoria loco No.14, Spirit of Yallourn, arrives at Walhalla station 
with a trip from Thompson. Sat.31.10.2004 Lyin Kenworthy 


CORRECTIONS AND 
AMENDMENTS 


NEWSRAIL September 2005 


Page 284, John Scott took the photo- 
graph of the Sandridge bridge. 


Page 290, February 1966 should read 
February 1996. 


NEWSRAIL March 2005 


Page 76, Mr Macartney has advised 
that the man sitting in the engine in 
the bottom photo is not Mr Frank 
Myers. His subsequent investigation 
indicates that Mr Myers and his fire- 
man, Mr Bill Turner, ‘went home by 
passenger at mid-day. 


AUSTRALIAN DIESELS 
CALENDAR 


Not everyone would stop a train es- 
pecially to photograph it. Leon Oberg 
did just that when travelling on an 
express bound for Alice Springs. ‘I was 
privileged to have been a passenger on 
this train (as a guest of the State Rail 
executive officer)’ he says ‘and nego- 
tiated with the train crew to stop at a 
picturesque location for photographs ...’ 


Leon Oberg’s newly released calendar 
of Australian Diesels is the stunning 
result of his efforts and determination to 
capture the right train, at the best angle 
and set in the most scenic locations. 

His photography maintains a consis- 
tent clarity, discipline and balance that 
comes with 40 years working as a photo 
journalist and news editor for one of 
Australia’s largest newspaper chains. 
He believes good railway photography 
should employ the firm rules of land- 
scape work; with the strategic mix of 
action against a photogenic backdrop, 
be it rugged, rustic or picturesque. 


Leon Oberg, in conjunction with 
Publishing Solutions have created a 
magnificent calendar that provides 
glimpses of the locomotive power 
running on the Australian rail systems 
of today. 


‘It was my ambition to feature 
images from all mainline states of 
Australia,’ Oberg said. ‘I’m particularly 
fond of the July image which shows a 
freight train passing another at Curtin 
Loop, 60 km from Kalgoorlie.’ The 
striking image was taken from the top 
of the train in which he was travelling. 

Leon Oberg has been photograph- 
ing locomotives since 1957, when he 


picked up his mother’s old Kodak 116 
camera. Since then he has faithfully 
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chronicled much of the continuing 
modernisation and vibrancy of the rail 
scene, having produced seven books, 
one of them being the best seller, 
Locomotives of Austalia. 


Leon Oberg’s Australian Diesels 2006 
calendar and Glory of Steam: Australia’s 
Locomotive History 2006 calendar are 
available ($19.95) from ARHS Vic 


Sales and railfan shops. 


Locomotive H220, Heavy Harry, pauses at Mangalore during a test trip to Benalla 
on 12.2.1941 (see p.300) Harold Schmidt 


Where is 1t? 


Last month’s answer: The photograph was taken at Dunolly. 


This month’s question: Once a busy junction station serviced by a regular passenger 
train service to and from Melbourne and at times in later years occasionally ran as a 
mixed train through this location. Where? John Dare 
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Jetset SRingwood 


Rail Specialist Travel Unit 


The rail-fan friendly Travel Agent 


. 
AIDIVIAINICIE 
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We invite all rail-fans interested in obtaining further information 
concerning our future tours programme to register their names, 
addresses and telephone numbers so that we may forward 
relevant particulars as soon as they become available. 
Registration is obligation-free. 

Please phone Wayne on (03) 9870 6088, fax on (03) 9879 3022, 
or email to wayne @jetsetringwood.com.au 


June 2006 Queensland Comprehensive 
July-August 2006 Colorado/Western Canada/Alaska 
September-October 2006 North and South Korea with a little Japan 
November-December 2006 India and Sri Lanka, including Darjeeling 
January-February 2007 Brazil/Peru/Argentina 
April-May 2007 South Africa 
June 2007 Queensland Comprehensive 
July-August 2007 Mid-West, Central and Eastern USA/Canada 
September-October 2007 Vietnam/China/Tibet/Nepal 
November-December 2007 Egypt 


Travel is Fun Pty. Ltd. ABN 91 100 455 963, trading as 


Jetset Ringwood, 151 Maroondah Highway, Ringwood, Victoria, 3134 


Licence No. 32486 


— Ihe. 


CLASSIFICATION YARD 


FOR SALE 


Train World Pty Ltd wish to buy collections of books and magazines on railways. We are 
interested in American, British and Australian Railways. We also have lists available of books 
and magazines for sale in the shop. For a list please send a SSAE to Train World Pty Ltd, 
624 Hawthorn Rd., East Brighton, Victoria 3187. Phone (03) 9596 6342. 


Train Times: Passenger Trains of Australia and New Zealand, Fourth Edition, published 
October 2005. Provides complete timetables of long distance passenger trains in Australia and 
NZ, plus comprehensive summaries of suburban services, trams, railway buses, heritage rail- 
ways and infrastructure. Latest alterations to services are covered. 224 pages, spiral bound. 
Cost: $12, including postage. Send cheque or money order to Victor Isaacs, 43 Lowanna St., 
Braddon, ACT 2612. 


Original Steam Loco plates. South Australian Railways RL BUTLER name plate ex-steam 
503 $3500, Cl no. plate 714 $800. South African Railways cabsides classes $ S| S2 19A 19 19C 
12R 14R 8B 8D ISF $900 each. East African Railways cabsides 2923 3138 2406 1308 3118 
$250 each. Nigerian Railways name plate RIVER MALENDO $1500. For more details ring 
Andrew Reynolds 0411 710 323, email limpopo7@bigpond.net.au. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


How to place your advertisement: Use block letters, include full name, address and phone 
number, and cheque (not cash) payable to ARHS. Send to Advertising Manager, PO Box 342, 
Mulgrave 3170. Closing date of Advertisements is the 20th of each month. All advertisers 
are advised to read the Advertising Conditions before placing any advertisement as they 
contain an indemnity from the advertiser. Copies are available on request. Charges: Based on 
3 column per page, 7 words per line. Normal rate $2.20 per line per month. Special rate 
for ARHS members $1.10 per line per month. Minimum charge for all advertisements is 4 lines 
per month. 


TRAIN WORLD PTY LTD 


624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton, 3187 Phone (03) 9596 6342 


Melbourne’s Premier Railway Shop 
Mon.-Thurs. Friday Saturday Sunday & Public Holidays 
10 am — 6.30 pm 10 am - 9 pm 9am-—-5 pm Il am-4 pm 
Books, Magazines & Videos — New, Secondhand and out of print (Aust, UK & USA). 
USA & UK models available as well as largest range of Australian HO product. 
Bankcard, Visa, Mastercard, EFTPOS, mail order and Lay By available. 


BRANCH LINE 


Suppliers of Fine Model Railway and Constructive Hobby Equipment 
490 Dorset Rd., Croydon, Victoria, 3136 Phone: 9723 1211 
Fax: 9723 5432 Website: www.branchline.com.au 
Email: trains@branchline.com.au 
HOURS: MON-THURS. 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. FRI. 10 am. - 9 p.m. SAT. 9 am. - 4 p.m. 


A.R.H.S. RAILWAY MUSEUM 


OPEN EVERY SATURDAY AND SUNDAY AND PUBLIC HOLIDays 
(EXCEPT CHRISTMAS Day AND Goop FRIDAY) — 12 NOON - 5 PM 


ALSO SCHOOL HOLIDAYS — WEDNESDAYS | - 4 PM 
MID-WEEK VISITS BY ARRANGEMENT: PHONE 9596 3249 


Buffet car available for children’s parties and special functions. 
Enquiries: phone museum 9397 7412 


CHAMPION RoaD, NORTH WILLIAMSTOWN 


WE KNOW 
SYAWLIAR 


BACKWARDS 


Mail Order Specialists — phone, 
fax, write or Internet! 


We stock Australia’s best range of 


railway material: books, magazines, 


videos, postcards, souvenirs, ephemera 


and models. 


Write, phone or fax us now 
for a copy of our current list! 


THE RAILFAN SHOP 


40 Market Street, Melbourne, Victoria 3000 
Phone/Fax (03) 9621 2238 


Business hours: 9 am to 5.30 pm Monday to Thursday; 
9 am to 7 pm Friday; 9 am to 4 pm Saturday. 


Fax Orders: Any time. 


ARHS SALES 


[_] WHAT A JOURNEY (Thomas E Yates) 

A social history of the Victorian Railways from 1948 to 1987. It describes 
the period witnessing the end of steam trains, the slashing of the 
organisation's size and the attempt to modernise whilst working with 
technology up to 80 years old. $49.50 post $8.50 


[_] STREAMLINED THOROUGHBREDS (Barry Eadie) 


The story in picture form covering the working careers of the Clyde built 
General Motors’ F7 locomotives which saw service with the Common- 
wealth Railways, Victorian Railways and New South Wales Railways. | 12 
pages, 250 b&w and 34 colour photographs. $49.95 post $7.00 


[_] STEAM LOCOMOTIVES OF THE VICTORIAN RAILWAYS 
(Vol. 1) THE FIRST FIFTY YEARS 
(Norman Cave, John Buckland, David Beardsell 2002) 
The development of railway locomotives in Victoria from Australia’s first 
primitive locomotive in 1854 through to the DD class in 1901. The large 
format book with the cloth covered cardboard sleeve has 22 information- 
packed chapters, 235 pages, 200 b&w photographs. $89.95 post $7.00 


[_] THE NEVER-NEVER LINE (Jim Harvey 1/987) 

The story of the North Australian Railway, an isolated 3 ft 6 in gauge line 
which ran southward from Darwin to Birdum at the top end of the 
Northern Territory. Its conception, construction, early days under South 
Australian control and transfer to the Commonwealth, the difficulties 
during World War 2 and the post-war period. Eight chapters, five 
appendix, 96 photographs, maps and outline drawings. Stocks are limited 
on this never to be repeated book. $35.00 post $7.00 


To: ARHS Sales - GPO Box 5177, Melbourne Victoria 3001 
Please supply the items marked to: 


Name = : ———— 


Address — ane _eeeere = 


=: ____ State Postcode 


For 10% discount quote ARHS Victorian Membership No. 


| have included a cheque/money order for a total of $ 


I wish to pay 
the total of $___ 


by [_] Bankcard [_] MasterCard [Visa 


Credit card number: : eS: as . = ee 


Expiry: — — __ 
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